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6th September 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Happy Friday everyone! 

It has been absolutely fantastic to welcome everyone back to school for a brand new school year.  

This week, although short, has felt like a very full week already with so much going on to help 

everyone get settled in new classrooms, new routines and a few surprises (nice ones!) for good 

measure.  It has been wonderful to walk through school finding out all the news and gossip and 

seeing how keen everyone has been to get started with their learning already – there has definitely 

been a quiet buzz throughout.  Thank you very much for the flowers that many have brought in at 

the start of term, the classrooms are looking very bright and floral as a result! 

We are very much looking forward to welcoming our new Reception & Nursery children into school 

next week and the Early Years team have been beavering away, in between home visits, 

decluttering, sorting, arranging and generally preparing for an action packed term!  You will probably 

notice a few skips coming and going over the next few weeks and months as we continue to clear 

out the old in order to improve our site and facilities – please do ensure you keep your children well 

clear before and after school, thank you. 

Important Change of Date 

Our previously published term dates included a staff training day when school would be closed for 

children on Friday 18th October.  Due to circumstances beyond our control, this has changed to 

Friday 11th October.  The published term dates, available on our website, have been amended to 

reflect this change. 

Uniform & Jewellery 

Thank you for ensuring that your children are wearing appropriate school uniform – white polo 

shirts, rather than the older blue ones, are expected now as are dark grey trousers, tailored shorts or 

skirts.  Jewellery must not be worn – we only allow small stud type earrings and a watch if children 

wish to wear one. 

PE Kits are also required to be left in school – these should consist of a navy round neck t-shirt and 

navy shorts – these are available cheaply from the school office but non-logo versions can be bought 

in local shops too.  Navy tracksuit bottoms and a jumper are required as the weather starts to get 

colder and wetter.  A pair of trainers are required specifically for PE sessions – their normal school 

shoes are not appropriate – particularly as the field starts to get muddy. 

Punctuality & Attendance 

Thank you for being prompt when dropping off – it really does help children to settle more easily in 

the mornings - gates are open from 8.40am until 8.55am in the mornings.  Last year’s attendance 
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rate was better than in previous years but we still have a way to go so please do help us by ensuring 

that your children are in school when they should be.  Occasionally, we do all become poorly and if 

your child really is too unwell to come to school, please make sure you contact the school office 

before 9.30am. 

Parental Survey 

Thank you to all those that completed our short survey at the end of last term.  It was incredibly 

humbling to know how much you appreciated the efforts to improve what we do and how much you 

value the staff and shared ethos of our school.  Obviously, there were things that you also identified 

that could be improved, some of which we are already working on and others that we have planned 

into this year’s developments.  Please do continue to share your ideas - offers of help and assistance 

are always appreciated too! 

Calling all willing bodies! 

Continuing on from the sterling efforts of a small but determined band of parents and staff, we are 

looking to run many more events to both raise much needed funds but more importantly develop 

the sense of community around our school and obviously have fun!  If you or anyone you know has 

any time to spare, has an expertise that could be useful or is just mad enough to join in somehow, 

please do get in touch! 

Grapevine 

Our first proper newsletter will go out by email next Friday – paper copies are available for those 

that prefer more traditional methods and previous editions are available from our website.  We will 

also shortly be sending home details of after school and lunchtime clubs that staff have volunteered 

to run this term – places will be limited so don’t delay in signing up.  Class teams are currently 

putting together their Curriculum Newsletters that will highlight what your children will be learning 

this term – watch this space.  We have also planned another classroom drop-in on Thursday 26th 

September after school from 3-4pm.  This was very well received and attended last year and gave 

children an opportunity to show parents their classrooms and what they’d been up to during the 

first few weeks.  Staff will be around to answer questions and say, “Hello!”  Parent Consultation 

evenings are planned for 15th and 16th October, more information will come out soon. 

That’s it for now!  Thanks again for a great start back – here’s to a super year! 

Yours sincerely, 

 
David Jones 

Headteacher 


