
 

 
 

Buttsgrove Way 
Huntingdon 

PE29 1PE 
 

Headteacher: Mr D Jones 
 

www.thongsleyfields.org 

 

Tel:        01480 375321 
Email:   office@thongsleyfields.org 
Follow: @thongsleyfields  

 

Thongsley Fields Primary & Nursery School is an academy of The Cam Academy 
Trust, a company limited by guarantee and registered in England and Wales with 

company number 0749 1945.  The registered office is at Comberton Village 

College, West Street, Comberton, Cambridgeshire, CB23 7DU 

15th May 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thank you for your patience this week while we have continued to work closely with neighbouring 

schools, our Trust and the Local Authority to interpret the Government’s latest guidance on re-

opening schools.   

We are all committed to continuing to play our part in every way we can.  There is nothing our staff 

team want more than to see and hear our classrooms, playgrounds, halls and corridors filled with 

the sounds of our school family back together again.  It isn’t the same without the laughter, music, 

serious thinking and light bulb moments that happen every day. 

I am encouraged and filled with hope with the news that infection rates are beginning to reduce.  

Hope that we are indeed over the worst and are now ready to start the road to recovery.  However, I 

also sense the rising levels of anxiety that that brings – anxiety amongst parents, staff and of course, 

our children.  As a parent of three young children myself, I share those concerns. 

The Government’s intention is for all children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 to return to 

school from Monday 1st June 2020.  They have suggested that this could happen by reducing class 

sizes significantly and ensuring that those smaller groups do not come into contact with any other 

group during the day i.e. with different break and lunchtimes, restricting movement beyond their 

assigned room, etc.  The guidance also states that one member of staff should be assigned to that 

group and avoid mixing with any others so as not to spread any potential infection. 

As I am sure you know as well as I do, children are not known for keeping their germs to themselves!  

They share, they collaborate, they get excited, they sneeze and cough, they hug, they need comfort 

and of course, TLC.  Unfortunately, staff will not be able to ensure social distancing as we’ve come to 

expect in our daily lives, no matter how much they try to encourage, teach and remind.  Staff will 

also need support from each other from time to time and therefore, it will be inconceivable that 

staff will not mix and a member of staff would not come into contact with multiple groups of 

children. But we will, of course, do our best. 

As you’d expect, we have formulated a plan to try to follow as much of the Government’s intentions 

as possible, and most importantly, as safely as possible.  The safety of our children, staff, parents and 

wider families is the prime consideration in everything we do.  To ensure that there is sufficient time 

to risk assess all the schools that they are responsible for, our Trust has decided that we should plan 

to re-open from Monday 8th June – one week later than the Government has requested. 

We have put together some further information to help parents and carers understand the issues 

and some of the measures that will be necessary in order to re-open for a limited number of 

children.  The responses to our survey last weekend have been instrumental in guiding our initial 
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thoughts.  However, we now need to ask for your firm intentions so that we have a more accurate 

idea of how many children we will need to try to accommodate from Monday 8th June. 

If you have a child in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and/or Year 6, please complete our latest (very 

short) survey by clicking here.  It is vital that you complete this survey even if you do not intend to 

send your child back to school from the beginning of June.  All normal attendance rules have been 

suspended by the Government and the Local Authority has confirmed that it will NOT impose any 

penalties for non-attendance for the remainder of this term. 

Please read the additional parent guide accompanying this letter (and also available on our website) 

BEFORE completing our latest survey. 

As soon as we have a more accurate idea of the likely numbers of children, we will be in a position to 

finalise and share our plans in more detail.  We know from the conversations we have had and 

messages received from many of you over the past few weeks that feelings are mixed and even 

change day-by-day.  Please be assured that you will have my full support in whatever decision you 

make for your children at this time. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

David Jones 

Headteacher  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=OvOgdJgfrkCUY8FAY5Lj9d8z89MTAcVFm86MdOnIKKhUN0o1MlZOSUdMRkVOR0hQQUkxWloxRDExMS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=OvOgdJgfrkCUY8FAY5Lj9d8z89MTAcVFm86MdOnIKKhUN0o1MlZOSUdMRkVOR0hQQUkxWloxRDExMS4u

