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Plan for wider opening (Phase 1) 

We intend to offer the option of children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 returning to 

school on Monday 8th June 2020 as determined by our Trust.  Please note that school will ONLY be 

open to those children explicitly offered places as we do not have the capacity to welcome back 

every child whilst following Government guidance. 

Following requests made through our recent survey, parents will be contacted as early as possible 

during the week beginning 1st June to accept or decline a place for their child. 

Our re-opening offer to our community is based on our local context i.e. availability of suitable 

rooms, staffing and the realistic prospect of being able to maintain an appropriate distance between 

groups throughout the day. It is also driven by the view that we have to be able to ‘scale up’ sensibly 

from small, manageable numbers initially to the eventual aim of operating a fully functioning school 

for all year groups as and when appropriate. 

 In Nursery, we are able to offer 8 spaces initially, split into two groups of 4 with an adult 

assigned to each.  However, both groups will need to use the same classroom, outdoor spaces, 

toilet and changing facilities.  We will only be offering morning sessions initially due to the 

increased cleaning required and limited staffing capacity available. 

 

 In Reception, we are able to offer 8 spaces initially, split into two groups of 4 with an adult 

assigned to each.  Like in Nursery, these groups will also need to use the same spaces 

concurrently. We will only be offering morning sessions initially due to the increased cleaning 

required and limited staffing capacity available. 

 

There is NO realistic prospect of maintaining social distancing with our Nursery and Reception 

children.  Although every effort will be made to provide as safe an environment as possible, we 

cannot guarantee that children and staff will be completely safe from infection. 

 

 In Year 1, we are able to offer 12 spaces initially, split into two groups of 6 with a class teacher 

and Teaching Assistant assigned to each.  These groups will be able to use different classrooms 

and toilet facilities. 

 

There is little chance of maintaining social distancing between our younger children.  Although 

every effort will be made to provide as safe an environment as possible, we cannot guarantee 

that children and staff will be completely safe from infection. 

 

 In Year 6, we are able to offer 12 spaces initially, split into two groups of 6 with a class teacher 

and Teaching Assistant assigned to each.  These groups will also be able to use different 

classrooms but will share toilet facilities. 
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There is a limited chance of maintaining social distancing between our older children.  Although 

every effort will be made to provide as safe an environment as possible, we cannot guarantee 

that children and staff will be completely safe from infection. 

 

A member of the lunchtime team has been assigned to each group to create a self-contained, self-

sufficient group (or ‘bubble’).  This will enable staff to cover each other’s comfort and lunch breaks 

as well as providing additional capacity to clean high use areas and items regularly throughout the 

day.  

However, the additional adults required for each group under these circumstances means that we 

are not able to cater for the number of pupils suggested by the Government. 

 

One-way system for drop-off and collection 

We will be utilising the multiple entrance gates to introduce a one-way system around the school 

site.  This will support drop-off and collection times and we hope that together with small group 

sizes attending initially, we will enable parents and carers to maintain the 2m social distancing that 

we have all become accustomed to.  Parents and carers will be asked to drop-off and collect children 

alone and not be accompanied by partners or other household relations except where they cannot 

leave siblings at home unaccompanied. Appropriate barriers, signage and staff will be used to 

support this. 

Usual drop-off times will apply: gates will be opened from 8.40am and close at 8.55am. 

Collection times remain largely the same, as we had previously already introduced a staggered 

collection system to reduce congestion around the school site and promote better communication 

between home and school.  The following, slightly amended collection times are now applicable 

from Monday 8th June: 

 Nursery: 11.40am (only morning sessions offered initially) 

 Reception: 1.00pm (only morning sessions offered initially) 

 Year 1: 3.05pm (normal time) 

 Year 6: 3.15pm (normal time) 

 

The School Office 

The school office will be staffed albeit with reduced capacity and attempting to maintain 

appropriate distancing.  However, a strict one-in-one-out policy will be in operation for visitors and  
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ALL parents and other visitors will be asked to make a prior appointment initially where appropriate. 

Office phones, email and social media messaging will be answered during usual office hours (8.30am 

– 3.30pm) and parents are therefore requested NOT to visit the office without a prior appointment.   

 

Uniform & PE kit 

As is usual by this time of year, many children will have begun growing out of existing uniform.  Our 

risk assessment, following Government guidance, makes it clear that clean clothes should be worn 

each day to minimise the spread of any infection.  Wear uniform fits and can be worn, it should be.  

If that is not possible, clothing as close to our normal school uniform as possible should be worn 

instead.  ALL clothing and footwear must be suitable for school and parents will be asked to provide 

alternatives without delay where this is not the case. 

Full, correct school uniform will be expected from September.  

 

School Dinners 

Our kitchen will not be operational for the first few weeks of wider re-opening and so EACH child in 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 will require a packed lunched from home. 

Supermarket vouchers will continue to be available for those eligible for benefits related Free School 

Meals which will support those parents to buy appropriate items.  Examples of what constitutes a 

healthy packed lunch are available on our website.   

A piece of fruit (for mid-morning snack) should be provided for ALL children in Nursery, Reception, 

Year 1 and Year 6 as, initially, we will not be receiving our normal fruit deliveries. 

 

Curriculum, Teaching & Learning 

As the majority of children will be remaining at home, we will continue to provide suggested home 

learning tasks via ClassDojo, our website and weekly Home Learning newsletter.   

In school, children will follow the same tasks and material as provided for those at home.  Due to 

staffing and environmental factors, children will not necessarily be in their usual classes nor with 

their usual teachers and Teaching Assistants.  Children will follow a number of tasks and activities 

from across a limited range of subject areas but ‘normal’ lessons will NOT be possible. 

Infection rates are thought to be lower outside.  Therefore, staff will endeavour to conduct tasks and 

activities outside as much as possible. 
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Enrichment opportunities 

As staffing will be severely reduced, access to resources limited and with the increased emphasis on 

daily cleaning, there will be few opportunities for additional enrichment activities.  This means that 

we will NOT be able to offer after school clubs; the Y5/6 end of year production has been cancelled 

and playtimes will be severely restricted.   

Children will not necessarily be grouped within their normal friendship groups and due to the 

restrictions in place, socialising with friends from other groups will not be permitted. 

 

Wrap around care – Breakfast Club 

For similar reasons to the restriction of enrichment opportunities above, our Breakfast club will NOT 

operate initially. 

  

Planning, Preparation and Assessment (PPA) 

All teachers are contractually entitled to at least 10% of their teaching timetable for the use of PPA 

which means time away from teaching and supporting pupils.  In our school, as you will be aware, 

this is usually facilitated by using additional teachers and Teaching Assistants to teach those classes 

for a morning or afternoon session per week.  However, under the current circumstances, additional 

staff moving between groups would increase the potential for cross-contamination and ‘break the 

bubbles’.   

Staff will also continue to provide suggested home learning tasks and activities throughout this 

period and communicate with all households as appropriate.  Teachers will not be able to do this 

while teaching and supporting groups in school. 

Therefore, in order to continue providing PPA time for staff, we will be closed on Wednesdays 

afternoons. 

 

Illness – suspected infection 

As highlighted in our risk assessment, if one person (adult or child) within a group displays symptoms 

of COVID-19, they will be sent home and asked to self-isolate for 7 days and obtain the appropriate 

test without delay.  All household members will also be expected to self-isolate for the full 14 days 

or until a negative test result is returned. 
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All parents and carers of children within that group, along with the appropriate members of staff 

AND anyone who has been in direct contact, will be informed and given the option to self-isolate for 

14 days or until a negative test is returned in connection with the person originally displaying 

symptoms.  The school will continue to take advice from Public Health England and act accordingly. 

The school reserves the right to close individual groups at any time to maintain the safety, 

confidence and well-being of all pupils and staff.  

Parents of any child displaying non-COVID-19 symptoms but otherwise too ill to attend school MUST 

continue to inform the school office as normal by 9.15am. 

 

The Beehive – childcare provision 

Our childcare provision for critical key workers and vulnerable children in non-eligible year groups 

continues to operate as before.  All requests for childcare must be made by completing the form on 

the school website.  Please note that The Beehive is currently full and a waiting list is in operation. 

 

Cleaning & Hygiene 

Our cleaning team is conducting more regular cleaning of high contact areas during the day.  Internal 

doors will remain open to minimise the need to touch door handles, etc. 

Resources, toys and equipment have been restricted to minimise cross-contamination particularly in 

Nursery and Reception where sharing and collaborative place is common-place.  High use and 

personal items such as pencils, pens, exercise and reading books have been segregated so that each 

child in Year 1 and Year 6 has their own equipment.  Reading books will NOT be sent home initially. 

Please see our risk assessment for more information. 

 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

Government guidance has determined that pupils nor school staff should NOT wear PPE e.g. masks 

or gloves whilst in school expect in a few very limited circumstances.  Staff will only wear PPE when 

directly supporting a child with suspected COVID-19 symptoms or where intimate care is needed e.g. 

where a very young child has had a toileting accident or otherwise needs changing.  

Staff involved in cleaning, including routine wiping down of surfaces before and after lunchtimes, 

etc. will have gloves available. 
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Government guidance continues to reiterate that regular hand washing and good personal hygiene 

is the most effective method of controlling the spread of infection.  We will continue to promote the 

message to ‘Catch it. Bin it. Kill it.’ and ensure that there are tissues, bins and hand washing facilities 

available throughout all areas of the school. 

 

Emergency evacuation procedures 

Procedures remain largely unchanged from usual.  Each group (children and adults) will be expected 

to evacuate from their closest emergency exit, staying together and with at least 2m distance 

between groups. 

 

Behaviour and conduct 

Our usual behaviour policy continues to apply for all children and expectations around social 

distancing, personal hygiene and sharing of resources and personal belongings.  Parents and carers 

are also expected to maintain effective, close supervision of children at drop-off and collection times 

and adhere to current Government guidance at all times.  The school reserves the right to remove 

the offer of a place for any child if they or a member of their household fails to adhere to the 

school’s expectations, signage and any instructions from members of staff. 

 

Planning for further expansion (Phase 2) 

All plans have been developed with the aim and potential to expand the number of children we can 

accept.  However, this is dependent on future Government guidance, staffing and environmental 

capacity and considerations.  The safety of all children and adults is paramount. 

 


