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1st September 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Following the release of the latest government and Local Authority guidance, we are able to 

confirm the arrangements for the beginning of this new school year.  Much of what we anticipated 

and communicated to parents in July remains, with some minor tweaks as outlined below. 

Please read the following information carefully.   

 

Guidance summary Implications for our school 

Outbreak management 
inc. Risk Assessment 

 A revised COVID related risk assessment is in place to support the re-
introduction of restrictions e.g. ‘bubbles’, face coverings, etc. if deemed 
appropriate by the school and Public Health teams. 

Face coverings  Face coverings are no longer required when dropping off and collecting 
children from school.   

 Face coverings will still be required when visitors (inc. parents) enter our 
school buildings e.g. visiting the school office. 

One-way system around 
school 

 Following feedback from a significant number of parents, our one-way 
system will remain in place when dropping off and collecting children from 
school.  This will be kept under review. 

Social distancing 
 

 Although social distancing requirements have been eased, we would 
encourage households to maintain a respectful distance from each other.  
Parents should also do so when speaking to school staff. 

Class or year group 
‘bubbles’ 

 ‘Bubbles’ are no longer required and so classes, year groups and staff are 
able to mix for learning and social opportunities e.g. lunch times. 

 Some restrictions on the use of frequently used resources will remain 
initially. 

Assemblies and other 
events (e.g. Sports Days) 

 Whole school and Key Stage assemblies can resume meaning that our large 
hall can once again be the heart of our school.   

 Parents can be invited back into school to watch and take part in events such 
as Sports Day, celebration assemblies, etc. 

 However, we will work towards this gradually over the coming term as local 
infection rates dictate. 

Timings of the school 
day 

 Our usual ‘calm start’ to the school day will continue with gates opening at 
8.40am and children coming straight into classrooms.  Gates close at 8.55am. 

 Lunchtimes will initially remain staggered. 

 Our usual staggered end to the school day will continue as follows: 
o Nursery & Reception: 3pm 
o Years 1 & 2: 3.05pm 
o Years 3 & 4: 3.10pm 
o Years 5 & 6: 3.15pm 
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Guidance summary Implications for our school 

Enrichment 
(Wednesday afternoon 
enrichment activities)  

 Our Wednesday afternoon arrangements will continue this academic year as 
previously shared. 

 We anticipate that the removal of bubble and visitor restrictions will enable 
greater freedom to enhance and increase the activities on offer as originally 
planned. 

 Booking system open from this week – places open and available to ALL. 

After School Clubs  Further after school clubs (on extra days of the week) will resume from later 
this term as staffing and resources permit.  More details to follow. 

Contact tracing 
 
 

 Close contacts will now be identified via NHS Test and Trace and education 
settings will no longer be expected to undertake contact tracing. However, 
parents are asked to keep school informed to support this process. 

 More details of the specific arrangements in place for managing positive 
cases in schools will follow shortly. 

Self-isolation for children 
under the age of 18 
years old. 

 Government guidance states that children who are deemed to be close 
contacts of a positive case will now be expected to attend school as long as 
they remain well. 

 Parents are expected to obtain a PCR test for any child who is deemed to be 
a close contact.  However, children will not have to self-isolate pending the 
results as long as they remain well themselves. 

 More details will follow shortly. 

COVID-19 symptoms or 
positive test results (LFD 
or PCR) 

 Continue to follow Public Health advice as previously shared. 

 Staff, children, parents and visitors MUST NOT come to school if they are 
displaying any ONE of the three recognised symptoms. 

Personal hygiene  Schools will continue to promote regular hand washing, sanitising and high 
standards of personal hygiene.  Parents and visitors will be expected to do 
the same. 

 The ‘Catch it. Bin it. Kill it.’ approach will continue to be very important in 
reducing the spread of any infection. Additional bins and tissues will remain 
in classrooms and communal areas. 

Enhanced cleaning 
regimes 

 Regular cleaning of areas and equipment will continue, with a particular 
focus on frequently touched surfaces. 

 

Ventilation  Occupied spaces will remain as well ventilated as possible.  Unfortunately, 
we rely on opening windows –even during colder weather.  Please ensure 
that children have a school sweater with them! 

Asymptomatic testing  Staff and regular visitors will continue to undertake twice weekly home tests. 

 Staff and any pupils with a positive LFD test result should continue to self-
isolate.  They will also need to book and take a free PCR test to check if they 
have COVID-19. 

Distance Learning  Distance Learning support for those self-isolating will continue – please see 
the separate policy on our website. 
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Guidance summary Implications for our school 

Vaccinations for school 
staff 

 We are strongly encouraging vaccine take up among our staff and will 
continue to enable staff who are eligible for a vaccination to attend booked 
vaccine appointments, including during the working day where necessary 
and logistically possible. 

School meals and FSM 
vouchers 

 Isolating children entitled to income related Free School Meals will continue 
to receive additional support. 

Educational visits and 
visitors 

 All educational visits out and visitors into school will resume this term.  Each 
year group team will be expected to plan for appropriate visits and visitors to 
enhance in-class learning. 

 Residential visits will resume for Year 5/6 (PGL in January) and Year 3/4 
(Burwell House in December). Watch this space for a special event for Year 
1/2 too!    

 Relevant COVID related risk assessments will be in place for all visits out and 
visitors in. 

 Adequate financial protection related to COVID-cancellations will be 
considered by all organisers. 

 

As there have now been some significant changes to the way schools are expected to support and 

manage positive cases, we will be providing further information over the next few days.  As always, if 

you do have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch.   

In the meantime, we look forward to seeing you tomorrow (or from Monday for Reception and 

Nursery parents!). 

Yours sincerely, 

 

David Jones 

Headteacher 


