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Thongsley Fields & St. Peter’s Governing Body 

Curriculum & Standards Committee 

Minutes for the Curriculum and Standards Committee Meeting 

held on Friday 3rd December 2021 at 9:45am 

 

Present: 

Emily Davis (Chair)  Trust Governor 

Chris Jukes    Primary Executive Lead 

James Singleterry   Trust Governor 

Aleisha Matthews   Associate Member 

David Jones    Head Teacher 

Lauren West    Deputy Head Teacher 

Laura McKenna-Nash  Associate Member 

Sara Steed   Staff (TF) Governor 

 

Also in attendance: Kayleigh Cooke as Clerk 

 

1. Apologies for absence received and accepted from 

Simon Newman 

 

2. Declaration of (changes in) interests 

No interests declared. 

3. Review committee membership structure and terms of reference 

Current structure and ToR briefly discussed – no amendments recommended. 

4. Minutes of the last meeting 22/10/2021 and matters arising.  
Agreed at the LGB meeting on 23/11/2021. 

 

5. Actions carried forward from previous meetings 

 
Action Reference Action Summary Person(s) Responsible Due Date 

2021/2022 - 015 Governors to attend a History 

governor visit following on from the 

presentation. 

DJ, KC Spring/Sumer 

2022 

2021/2022 - 016 Confirm volunteers and dates for 

visits in Spring 

ED/MG > DJ 3/12/2022 
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2021/2022 - 017 Confirm visit focused on the 

implementation of the school’s 

Behaviour policy 

JS > DJ 3/12/2022 

 
 

6. Review outcomes of Trust Broad Education review 
Feedback from Trust visit reviewing progress in curriculum developments and teaching and 
learning. 

 
See previously shared report on findings.  CJ explained the context of the Trust Board Education 
Review to governors present.  
 
CJ confirmed that Thongsley Fields had a consistent approach to subject leadership across the 
school, specifically its approach to: the development of knowledge and skills, planning, assessment, 
monitoring and staff professional development.  
 
The school’s clear aim is to develop a culture of oracy and core reading skills that provides challenge, 
opportunity and wider experiences to access social and cultural opportunities.  

 
CJ summarised the remainder of the report and complimented Dave Hamilton (History Subject Lead) 
on his strong curriculum leadership.  The school’s engaging environments, use of displays and 
models within classrooms, corridors and in the library were clearly helpful to and used by children. 
Clear links were evident between texts and other reading material on offer for children linked to 
other areas of the curriculum i.e. History.  The use of IT was identified as an area for development. 
 
CJ outlined that the children spoken to were able to confidently articulate the importance of reading 
and their enjoyment of it and their other learning.  Access to wider experiences had been impacted 
by Covid-19 restrictions but are now beginning to be available again.  
 
Overall findings indicated that Thongsley Fields demonstrates the Trust’s values for providing a 
broad education offered in an active and nurturing environment. 
 
QU – ED – Is curriculum development [as previously discussed] complete or as advanced for other 
subjects [as it is in History]?  
DJ confirmed that the majority of subjects have a well-developed overview plan although not all 
details such as ‘unit plans’ for each theme or topic are complete such as Music and Design and 
Technology.  Each subject plan is under constant development as units are taught and revised. 

 
7. Review and consider Y6 targets (and additional KPI’s for 2021-2022). 

Comparison with baseline assessments. 
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DJ presented the governors with data from the baseline assessments and initial targets set in 
October 2021.  DJ explained the school is currently carrying out their end of term assessments and 
will be reviewed for the spring term.  The Early Years (Reception) team will be working with Millie 
Chapman (Trust Lead for EYFS) in the Spring term to support ongoing improvements.  
 
DJ noted for governors that a significant number of new children had recently joined in KS1 with 
extremely low-levels of prior attainment and significant SEND and behavioural needs. The school is 
currently recruiting Teaching Assistants to support this but no additional funding is available as none 
of these children have existing EHCPs in place. 

 
Governors noted that the school has not yet been able to complete a full, undisrupted year since 
2018-2019. 

 
QU – ED - Is the use of PiXL having an impact on outcomes? 
DJ advised that PiXL supports the school to identify gaps in learning and target teaching more 
effectively.  However, without a full year cycle, it has not yet had as much impact on outcomes as 
the school would like.  LW is working closely with teaching teams to make the best use of the 
materials available. 
 
The school also uses a comparative judgement tool (No More Marking) to support the assessment 
and moderation of writing. 

 
8. Update on pupils’ attendance and monitoring processes 

Pupil attendance data to include a summary of vulnerable groups and termly comparisons. 

See attendance data sent ahead of the meeting.  Attendance so far this year is 94.1% which is low 
for our school but still higher than current national and Cambridgeshire figures in all categories. LA 
benchmarking is used to compare Thongsley with other local schools. 

 
QU – ED – What falls under the category of unauthorised absence?  
DJ informed governors that unauthorised absences are an absence without a valid reason for a child 
not to be in school.  A child’s attendance will also be marked as unauthorised where contact from a 
parent hasn’t or can’t be made. Term time holidays (or suspected term time holidays) are referred to 
the LA for further action. 

 
9. Policy review 

No policies requiring review.  

 
 
10.  Governor Visits 
Volunteers needed to complete the following agreed visits for the Spring term: 

a. Reading - JS and ED volunteered to attend a Reading visit  
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b. Writing 

JS suggested and it was agreed that he could discuss the school’s approach to behaviour following 

the reading focused visit.  

ED joined the Trust’s Broad Education review as part of a visit focused on History. 

 

11. Any other business 
No items were presented prior to the meeting.  

 
12. Next meeting date: Friday 11TH February 2022 at 9.45am.  

 
Meeting closed at 10.56 am 
 

New actions from this meeting 
 

Action Reference Action Summary Person(s) Responsible Due Date 

2021/2022 - 016 Confirm volunteers and dates for 

visits in Spring 

ED/MG > DJ 3/12/2022 

 

2021/2022 - 017 Confirm visit focused on the 

implementation of the school’s 

Behaviour policy 

JS > DJ 3/12/2022 

 
 
 
 

 


